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FOREWORD

Large-scale land acquisition or land grab in opposition 
terminology that occurring globally has recently become a 

major issue which discuss especially on food and energy crisis 
context.

Land grabbing or acquisition of land is a term that refers 
to the takeover of land on a large scale, land-making cross-
border transactions or transactions conducted by transnational 
companies or sponsored by governments. Globalization, free 
market liberalization and increased foreign investment to 
encourage the emergence of a new type of seizure or the takeover 
of land on a large scale. The main actor in the process of land 
grabbing is not only private investors but also the government, 
both in national and local level. Refer to the statement delivered 
by UN 2007 on the fulfillment of investment in biofuel 
production and food, as well as development of infrastructure 
and services including tourism to some extent have encouraged 
the entry of investors and business groups into the legal owner 
of land tenure in a large scale. Through corporate agencies or 
bilateral mechanism between countries, rich countries but 
poor on natural resources effort to land acquisition for food 
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production purposes through investment on poor country but 
rich of natural resources, especially land and water.  

According Zoomers , there are 7 (seven) processes of land 
grabbing that occurs in the global context, especially in South 
country, process of:

1.   Foreign investment in the agricultural food production 
2.   Foreign investment in non-food agricultural commodity and bio-

fuel
3.   Development of protected areas, nature reserves, ecotourism, 

and the processes of expulsion the communities living in forest 
areas

4.   Establishment of special economic zones, large-scale infrastruc-
ture and urban expansion

5.   Developing large-scale tourism complex
6.   Development of residential / elite housing 
7.   Buying and selling land to settlers interest (housing, business, 

etc)

Using land grabbing process that purpose by Zoomers, than 
land grab in Indonesia which occurs on contemporary period 
could be understand as extension of the process of colonialism. 
If analytical way focused on Orba regime, many facts on the field 
show that large scale land acquisition process for investment 
purposes often done with coercive actions by government 
officials, including military and policeman. Radicalism and 
citizen resistance to defend their land or ask fair compensation 
increase along with coercive actions and also human right 
violation. Beside coercive actions, in many escalations struggle 
cases of grassroots increase and relatively long period because of 
other parties involve, such as non governmental organizations, 
university student groups and farmer groups.         
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The fall of Orba regime and the transition of democracy in 
Indonesia since 1998, has led to a relatively democratic form 
of government and the relaxation of military involvement, 
police and other state officially members in land conflicts. 
The existence of freedom of making organization/association, 
of opinion and political implementation of decentralization 
and regional autonomy that makes the political distance 
between communities and local policy maker more closely. It 
also encourages changes in the patterns of approach in land 
acquisition for investment purposes on the one side, and also 
changes the patterns of resistance and resolution of conflicts on 
the other side.

The economic crisis that hit Indonesia since 1997 which was 
followed by the reconsolidation of capital and political power of 
the free market approach is believed to have influenced changes 
in the procurement of land for the benefit of investment in 
Indonesia. Policy changes and the emergence of new statutory 
laws and regulations, both at national and regional levels, in order 
to facilitate investment activities in all sectors has strengthened 
the legal base of large-scale acquisition of land for investment 
purposes. New approaches in the negotiations involving the 
affected community groups believed to have changed the nature 
of the mechanism of transfer of rights over land and local 
resistance that usually accompany the transfer of these rights. 
Along with the political decentralization of government to open 
a larger space for activists to engage in policy formation and 
political process also has changed the complexion of formal 
political movement of peasant organizations fighting for land 
rights radicalism become more accommodating to political 
maneuvering for the sake of power in the area.
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Meanwhile, various research on the action or the peasant 
resistance movement which studied by Scott (1976), Peluso 
and Watts (2001), Santoso (2004), and Fauzi (2005); can be 
said has not been much study on how gender relations and sex 
differences - in the community under study - can be the deciding 
factor action or social movements. The researchers are still 
seeing communities as a single entity that can be generalized 
(see Millman and Kanter, 1975, quoted by Hidayat 2004: 108). 
In fact, the pattern of power relations, roles, positions, and 
knowledge and awareness levels among women and men from 
different social classes, can be a determining factor of building 
conflict / disputes, including in this case the action or motion 
for resolution of conflicts / disputes related to the processes of 
large-scale land acquisition.

The things that discuss earlier is the principal assumptions 
used to conduct the study in order to understand the new trends 
in large-scale procurement of land for investment purposes, 
particularly in Java at reformation / post decentralization. And 
in particular, these study conduct to review the response and the 
impact of the takeover of land on a large scale against women.
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LEARNING INVESTMENT WAVE IN JAVA AND 
WOMEN MOVEMENT DEALING WITH

Based on observation related on investment wave at post 
decentralization as describe earlier, we try to document, 

learn, and understand how the large scale land grabbing for 
investment purposes have been occurring and impact especially 
on women, also how women deal with these challenges. 

Java was chosen as learning sites to understand how land 
grabbing process occur at post reformation period, considering 
the amount of population to pressure on land, and the emergence 
of a number of new plans for infrastructure development in order 
to designate economic growth, also extend the conservation 
area in the others hand. In two “Summits Meeting” that describe 
as ‘Infrastructure Summit 2004’ and the ‘National Summit 2009 
‘, the investors have urged the government in such a way as to 
create a strong legal base for the process of land acquisition 
rights to “the development interest” and “public interest”.

After President Susilo Bambang Yudhoyono expressed his 
intention to implement the “agrarian reform” (Yudhoyono 2007: 
10), BPN launched a program called PPAN which basically land 
distribution program in a limited way and land certification 
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(Bachriadi 2007). Larasita Program (People’s Service for 
Certification of Land) is run after it as a form of expansion of the 
certification program to reach remote areas of the Land Offices. 

Simultaneously, the BPN along with local governments in the 
south of Java region to plan a program called “Rajasela” (agrarian 
reform in the south of Java) which in essence is to provide legal 
certainty of land tenure in areas along the southern Java can be 
developed optimally, including for investment activities.

In particular, sites of study were divided according to the 
processes of large-scale land acquisition, namely:

1. The process of large-scale land acquisition for develop ment of 
Protected Areas, Nature Reserve, ecotourism and the processes 
of expulsion people living in forest areas, both indigenous peo-
ples and local people. In general, this process is based more on 
the reasons for nature conservation interests. Learning and ob-
servation process has done in the villages that are in conserva-
tion areas of Halimun Salak Mountain National Park (TNGHS) 
such as Cirompang Village, Sobang Sub District, Lebak Dis-
trict, Banten and Purwabakti Village, Pamijahan Sub District, 
Bogor Regency, West Java. Purwabakti and Cirompang Village 
are the two villages of the hundreds of other villages (± 141 
villages) are included in Halimun Ecosystem Area. Peoples on 
Cirompang Village are an indigenous people, namely Kasepu-
han Banten Kidul, while the people of Purwabakti Village are 
a local people. Hopefully, through case studies in two villages 
will provide study materials that complement each other, given 
the background of different peoples are also sources of liveli-
hood the people who have different type. 

2. The process of large-scale land acquisition for the large-scale 
infrastructure purposes, and urban expansion. Village where af-
fected South Traffi c Lane Project (JLS) of Paseban - Banyu-
wangi such as Mojomulyo Village, Puger Sub District, Jem-
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ber Regency, East Java as our learning site. JLS Programme is 
across 5 villages in 3 districts, namely Paseban Village in Ken-
cong Sub District; Kepanjen Village, Gunung Mas Sub District, 
and Mojomulyo, Mojosari, and Puger Kulon Village in Puger 
Sub District.

Understanding and express in depth about the lives of 
women farmers and farm workers in Cirompang Village-Lebak, 
Purwabakti Village-Bogor and Mojomulyo Village-Jember; this 
study used a case study approach. During 1 month, January 2011, 
carried out literature about regulation, legislation, and local 
policies related on process of land acquisition in the learning 
sites; in-depth interview to the 6 (six) women in Cirompang 
Village-Lebak, 5 (five) of women in Purwabakti Village-Bogor, 
and 10 (ten) women in the Mojomulyo Village-Jember.

The analysis in this study will be developed by relying on 
two main sources, namely a number of documents on economic 
and politics policies associated with the provision of land for 
investment purposes, especially emerging / developed after 
the economic crisis in ‘90an, and 3 case studies with analysis of 
women said (her’s story).

Some key questions as a guide in terms of data collection 
and information through in-depth interviews, such as:

• How to control the structure of society and production systems 
prior to the land grabbing? Is there a distinction or difference in 
land tenure systems and production systems between women 
and men?

• How does the process of land grabbing that happen? What kind 
of land grabbing mechanisms and processes? What kind of land 
tenure changes occur? How do changes in land ownership has 
implications for the governance of production, particularly the 
social relations of production and reproduction?
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•  How does this happen specifi cally at women? How do women 
respond? Survival strategies or maneuvers like what that they 
developed? How does the strategy / maneuver the resistance is 
built?
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PURWABAKTI AND CIROMPANG VILLAGE, 
HALIMUN ECOSYSTEM AREA, WEST JAVA – 

BANTEN AT GLANCE

Halimun Ecosystem Area is one of the remaining forest area 
in West Java and Banten. Total of Halimun Ecosystem Area 

is about 211,463.691 ha (covering 3 districts; Bogor, Sukabumi 
and Lebak) still has a diversity of natural and cultural richness 
of community living in it. Halimun Ecosystem Area also be the 
location of other parties such as government institution and 
private sector such as Perhutani, Halimun Salak Mountain 
National Park (TNGHS), tea plantations (PT Nirmala Agung, 
PTPN VIII), and gold mining (PT Antam). If reduced by another 
party, remaining area of about 109,927.63 ha (land area manage 
by community is 0.64 ha / head of household on average).
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Since the Dutch colonial government in 1924 set Halimun 
Ecosystem Area as protected forest area, which later in 1979 the 
government of the Republic of Indonesia to set it as conservation 
areas / conservation management is carried out by the Central 
Unit of the National Park. In accordance with the Decree of 
Forestry Minister No.282/Kpts-II/1992 that Halimun Mountain 
National Park (TNGH) has an area of 40,000 ha which includes 
the districts of Bogor, Sukabumi and Lebak. Then TNGH area 
expanded to 113,357 ha, according to Minister of Forestry 
Decree No.175/Kpts-II/2003, namely Halimun Salak Mountain 
National Park (TNGHS) because the forest area in Halimun and 
Salak is a unitary expanse of forest that need to be protected and 
conserved .
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Purwabakti and Cirompang Village are the two villages of 
the hundreds of other villages (± 141 villages) are included in 
Halimun Ecosystem Area. Two of this village is geographically 
located at a remote position; Cirompang Village in Lebak - Banten 
Province and Purwabakti Village include in Bogor District - 
West Java Province. But both village almost in the same altitude, 
approximately 500-1000 m dpl (above sea level). According to 
LIPI-JICA-PHPA (1998), the ecosystem at this altitude is called 
lowland rain forests.

Cirompang Village included in the administrative area 
of Sobang Sub District in Lebak district, Banten Province. 
Cirompang Village boundaries as follows:

West side: Sindang Laya Village, Sobang Sub District (Citujah 
River)

West side : Sindang Laya Village, Sobang Sub District 
(Citujah River)

North side : Sukaresmi Village, Sobang Sub District 
(Cikiruh River, Cibeas-Cimerak Road)

East side : Sukamaju Village, Sobang Sub District 
(Cibitung River, Saidun Road)

South side : Citorek East-Middle-West Village, Cibeber 
Sub District (Kendeng Mountain)
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The way to go there by using public transportation is 
taken within 5 hours from the city of Bogor, with asphalt road 
conditions and some are still rocky. Cirompang Village is a 
division of Sukamaju Village in 1988. Cirompang Village area 
is about 637.501 ha (participatory mapping in 2009 facilitated 
by RMI). Cirompang Village is divided into 6 Kampoong namely 
Cirompang, Pasir Muncang, Cibama Pasir, Cibama Lebak, 
Muhara, and Sinargalih Kampoong.

While Purwabakti Village include in Pamijahan Sub 
District, Bogor Regency, West Java Province. Purwabakti Village 
boundaries as follows:

West side : Cibunian Village, Pamijahan Sub District, Bogor 
District

North side : Ciasmara Village, Pamijahan Sub District, Bogor 
District

East side : Ciasmara Village, Pamijahan Sub District, Bogor 
District

South side : Kabandungan Village, Kabandungan Sub 
District, Sukabumi District

Purwabakti Village is a division of Ciasmara Village since 
1979, divided into 21 kampoongs namely Pasir Pari, Surupan, 
Cimapag, Pondok Lapang, Pangsiun, Pondok Cau, Pondok Pasar, 
Penjol, Cigarehong, Cikandang, Kalapa Dua, Padajembar, Padajaya 
1, Padajaya 2, Cisalada, Muara, Cikuda Paeh, Cipamubutan, 
Campedak, Taneuh Beureum, and Parabakti Kampoong. To 
reach the village, it can be reached about 3-4 hours from the city 
of Bogor with four wheel drive or motorcycle on the asphalt road 
that some have been damaged (holes). Purwabakti Village area 
is approximately 1662 ha, including TNGHS areas and Cianten 
Tea Plantation (PTPN VIII). 
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MOJOMULYO VILLAGE, PUGER SUB DISTRICT, 
JEMBER DISTRICT, EAST JAVA

JLS (South Traffic Lane) programs across 5 villages in 3 sub 
districts, namely Paseban Village in Kencong Sub District; 

Kepanjen Village, Gunung Mas Sub District, Mojomulyo, Mojosari, 
and Puger Kulon Village, Puger Sub District. JLS development 
including infrastructure development is suspected to improve 
the economy of southern Java. Mojomulyo Village is one of 12 
villages in Puger Sub District, Jember District, East Java. Puger 
Sub District area is about 149.00 km², altitude is about 12 m dpl 
(above sea level).  Border of Mojomulyo Village as follows:

West side : Menampu Village, Gumukmas Sub District, 
Jember District

North side : Karang Rejo Village, Sumbersari Sub District, 
Jem  ber District

East side : Mojosari Village, Puger Sub District, Jember 
District

South side : South Java Sea
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Mojomulyo Village is extension of Mojosari Village starting 
with Governor Statement as Head of East Java Province No.87 
/ 1990 about Legalization on Forming Preparation Village of 
Mojomulyo as Dividing Mojosari Village, Puger Sub District, 
Jember Regency. Continuing with Governor Statement as Head 
of East Java No.65 / 1994 about Establishment on Preparation 
Village of Mojomulyo as Mojomulyo Village, Puger Sub District, 
Jember Regency. On 1992, people on Mojosari Village still follow 
the election of village chief. Until now, there was 2 persons 
become Head of Mojomulyo Village; Abdul Manaf (2001-2008) 
and Edi Purwanto (2008-2014). Before Abdul Manaf become 
Village Chief, Mojomulyo Village led by temporary officer from 
Mojosari Village on 1992-2001.        

Mojomulyo Village consists of 2 Dusun, namely Krajan 
and Kali Malang consisting of 19 RW and 30 RT. Krajan Dusun 
consist of 13 RW and 26 RT, meanwhile Kali Malang Dusun 
consist of 6 RW and 14 RT. These village is across directly by JLS 
(South Traffic Lane) especially Getem. Governmental officer in 
these village got ‘bengkok’ land from ‘titisoro’ land where exist 
in Mojosari Village but unknown. These ‘titisoro’ land rent by 
Governmental officer and Village Chief. Before 1970, there was 
exchange of land use for Elementary School building purpose, 
people that their land taken for school building could get 
‘titisoro’ land.       
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To reach this village take 2 hours from Jember City by 
motorcycle or car, and the road are paved about 2.5 m wide. JLS 
(South Traffic Lane) in these village, Kali Malang Dusun-Getem 
hasn’t paved yet, still ‘makadam’ form.  
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LAND AND LIVELIHOOD 

People of Cirompang and Purwabakti Village, Hali mun 
Ecosystem Area, West Java – Banten

Both of Cirompang and Purwabakti Village never free of 
fog and relatively cold condition. Altitude of Cirompang Village 
is about 800-1000 m dpl (above sea level) with temperatures 
around 23° C, allowing peoples for farming and gardening year 
round. Evidently most of peoples in Cirompang Village worked 
as a farmer and farm worker.

Table of Livelihood in Cirompang Village

Nr. Livelihood Percentage (%)
1 Farmer 42.79
2 Farm worker 41.19
3 Private worker 7.55
4 Stockman 3.43
5 Merchant 2.29
6 Craftsmen 1.83
7 Governmental Officer 0.92
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All sources of livelihoods, especially farmers and farm 
workers in Cirompang Village stand on SPPT land and arable 
land (an area which is claimed as the territory of TNGHS). So 
that the level of community dependence on forestry land in 
Cirompang Village is very high (90%). If we see total area of 
Cirompang Village is approximately 637.501 ha; TNGHS area 
(outside SPPT land) is 361.701 ha, so remaining land that could 
be accessed by communities is about 275.799 ha. Cirompang 
Village population reached 455 households, the average land 
which holding by community is very small, about 0.6 ha / 
household (data from participatory mapping in 2009).

Contour of landscape on Cirompang Village is hilly and its 
makes agricultural land (paddy field) using terraces, to resist the 
flow of water to prevent erosion. Traditional knowledge about 
land conservation system is a hereditary owned by Cirompang 
peasant. Peasant in Cirompang Village generally planted local 
rice as Rajabesi and Sirihkuning that are harvested only once 
a year. Yields of paddy are not sold, used only for the needs 
of peasant family. On the sides of paddy fields planted with 
vegetables such as chili, eggplant, and onion leaves. There are 
also plot the fields which utilized as a pond for fish such as nila 
fish that taken for family food. While the garden area, planted 
with trees beside timber, there are fruits and palm plants. Paddy 
fields and gardens on Cirompang Village located some distance 



15

away from settlements; through the uphill road, crossing the 
river, through the irrigation channels which build 10 years ago, 
down the embankment, takes time about 1.5 - 2 hour walk. Not 
infrequently cross the risky road because it is on the cliff side. 

All the way to the field and garden, it will pass too many 
plants whose names sound unfamiliar but the performance 
is similar to other crops, for example ‘rinu’ which a fruit-like 
cloves. If the fruit is good, once the harvest could get even 1 ½ 

sacks, sold about Rp 15,000 / kg (wet) 
or Rp 30,000 / kg (dry). Another thing, if 
lucky along the way can find mushrooms 
growing on dead tree trunks, the farmer 
called ‘Supa deuyak’ for the fungi that 
grow on Kondang trees and ‘Supa gelenter’ 
to fungus that grows on palm trees. 

Because field area is far away, then 
when peasant went 
to their fields and 
garden, usually go 

together in groups. In addition, farmers 
also built a simple bamboo house as 
shelter and place of break after working 
on fields and gardens. In general, saung 
of 1.5 mx 1.5 m equipped with a bale-bale bamboo and simple 
cooking materials (kettles for boiling water, a small pot and a 
pile of stone as a stove). 
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Altitude of Purwabakti Village is about 650-1000 m dpl 
(above sea level) and average air temperature is 25°C, an 
excellent potential for agriculture and plantations. But from total 
area of Purwabakti Village, is about 1.662 ha, most of these area 
occupied by Cianten Tea Plantation (PTPN VIII) and TNGHS so 
cultivated land is only 162 ha which could be access by peoples, 
even this has not overlapped with TNGHS area because these 
cultivated land is also included in the territory of TNGHS. 

If we see total of population in Purwabakti Village is about 
1.795 households; it was not possible to hang the living as 
farmers. So most people in Purwabakti Village as a labor (tea 
plantation, factories, buildings, and public transport driver) 
and domestic workers, most of them work outside the village 
in addition to the area of tea plantation workers are still in the 
village area.
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Table of Livelihood in Purwabakti Village

Nr. Livelihood Percentage (%)
1. Private sworker (including domestic 

worker)
62.59

2. Farmer 15.97
3. Craftsmen  11.86
4. Merchant 7.33
5. Public transport driver 1.96
6. Governmental officer and Policeman 0.24
7. Welders and motor repair shop 0.05

Paddy field area at Village Purwabakti also created the 
terracing system because the contour is hilly. The location field 
is relatively not far from the village, about 30 minutes walk 
past the dirty road and the tea plantation owned by Cianten 
Tea Plantation. Paddy field area is small, use basin or valley 
tea garden areas that can not be planted with tea. This type of 
rice planted is Morneng (kind of IR rice) that can be harvested 
within 4 month. And for the garden, usually use the land around 
the house (yard), who planted cassava, kapol, and other types of 
fruits. Not all people have a yard in Purwabakti Village. And not 
infrequently, to get cassava people have to buy, Rp 1,000 / kg.

“Our land is only this, around our house, planted by 
cassava and leunca, for us who have many children, 
we need more so we have to buy cassava at stall…..” 
---- Mrs. Anah, 56 years old, Padajaya Kampoong, 
Purwabakti Village
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Cirompang and Purwabakti Village have differences in 
institutional structures and society. In general, the existing 
institutional in Cirompang Village is divided into two: customary 
institutions and village institution. People in Cirompang Village 
still holds their daily customs, as incu putu of Kasepuhan Citorek 

/ Sirnaresmi and Ciptagelar. 
There are 3 persons of Kokolot 
Lembur that is Olot Opon in south 
side (Kasepuhan Ciptagelar), 
Olot Amir in the eastern part 
(Kasepuhan Sirnaresmi / Citorek 
and Olot Nasir in the West 
(Kasepuhan Ciptagelar). Kokolot 
Lembur is a traditional head who 

lead customary institutional coordination and communication 
with Kasepuhan Citorek / Sirnaresmi and Ciptagelar. While the 
Purwabakti Village has only village institutional because the 
people generally is not indigenous people, although there are a 
small portion of society which have its customary institution in 
Kasepuhan Cicemet / Citorek.

People in Cirompang Village still have their local knowledge 
in managing and cultivating paddy / farm (‘gilir balik’ system). 
They still manage ‘huma’ (‘gilir balik’ system) until 1980s. In 
every stage of activity in the fields and shifting cultivation, the 
role of women and men are clearly visible. There are 15 stages 
in cultivating paddy, 11 steps being taken by the women peasant 
and 2 of them only done by women peasant only. While men 
peasant done 12 stages in cultivating paddy and 3 of them only 
done by male farmers. At the stage of activity in huma, 9 steps 
carried out simultaneously, 3 stages only done by women and 
3 stages performed by men. Stages of activities undertaken 
women and men in the fields and shifting cultivation as in the 
following table.
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Table of Activities Stage in Cultivating Paddy at Cirompang 
Village 

Nr. Activities Activity Description Duration
Done by

Women Men

1 Beberes Land preparation 
(customary ritual) 2 months V

2 Macul Making soil fertile 1 week v V

3 Babad Cleaning the grass in 
paddy field 1 week v

4 Sebar/
Tebar Spreading rice seed 1 day v

5 Cabut Moving rice seedling 1 day v V
6 Tandur Planting paddy 1 - 7 days v V
7 Ngoyos Cleaning the grass 1 week v V

8 Ngubaran

Fertilizing and 
eradicating pest and 
disease (customary 
ritual)

40 days v V

9 Mapag
Praying to God when 
paddy start to  grow 
(customary ritual)

40 days v V

10 Beberes
Praying to God when 
paddy will be harvest 
(customary ritual)

40 days v V

11 Mipit Harvesting paddy 
(customary ritual) 1 day v V

12 Mocong Binding paddy after 
drying process 15 days V

13 Ngunjal Moving paddy from 
‘lantaian’ to ‘leuit’ 1 day V

14 Netepkeun
Praying to God when 
paddy enter to ‘leuit’ 
(customary ritual)

1 day V
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15 Seren Taun
Praying to God after 
harvesting paddy 
(customary ritual)

1 day v V

Table of Activities Stage in ‘Ngahuma’ at Cirompang Village

Nr. Activities Activity Description Duration
Done by

Women Men

1 Beberes Land preparation 
(customary ritual) 2 months V

2 Nyacar Clearing forest, land 
cleaning 1 month v V

3 Ngahuru Burning after clearing 
forest 1 day v V

4 Ngaduruk Burning ‘ngahuru’ 
remaining 1 week v V

5 Ngaseuk Spreading rice seed 1 week v
6 Ngored Weeding 1 month v

7 Ngubaran
Fertilizing and eradicate 
pest and disease 
(customary ritual)

40 days v V

8 Ngarambet Weeding 1 month v

9 Mapag
Praying to God when 
paddy start to grow 
(customary ritual)

40 days v V

10 Beberes
Praying to God when 
paddy will be harvest 
(customary ritual)

40 days v V

11 Mipit Harvesting paddy 
(customary ritual) 1 day v V

12 Mocong Binding paddy after 
drying process 15 days v V

13 Ngunjal Moving paddy from 
‘lantaian’ to  ‘leuit’ 1 day V
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14 Netepkeun
Praying to God when 
paddy enter the ‘leuit’ 
(customary ritual)

1 day V

15 Seren Taun Praying to God after 
harvesting 1 day v V

While the farmers are still working in cultivating paddy 
at Purwabakti Village, the stages of activity in the Purwabakti 
Village is less than Cirompang Village because there are no 
customary rituals performed. From 9 steps being taken, there 
are 2 stages that are only done by women and 1 steps being 
taken by men only.

Table of Activities Stage in Cultivating Paddy at Purwabakti 
Village

Nr. Activities Activity Description Duration
Done by

Women Men

1 Nyacar Clearing land 1 month v V
2 Macul Making soil fertile 3 weeks v V
3 Tebar Spreading rice seed 1 week v
4 Tandur Planting paddy 1 – 7 days v V

5 Nyaatan Drying water at paddy 
field 1 week v V

6 Ngaberak Fertilizing 1 day v V
7 Ngarambet Weeding 1 week v

8 Ngubaran Eradicating pest and 
disease 1 month V

9 Ngabuat Harvesting paddy 4 – 7 days v V

When the paddy harvesting activities, community both in the 
Purwabakti and Cirompang Village have their mutual system, 
the tradition of the paddy harvesting is ‘ngepak’, ‘gacong’, and 
‘ngabawon’. ‘Ngepak’ is to help harvest the paddy that previously 
followed the planting process, the division of yields is 5:1 (5 
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sacks for the owners of fields and 1 sack for helper). ‘Gacong’ 
is to assist in the paddy harvesting without follow the planting 
process and the division of yields system is known as ‘ngabawon’ 
with the distribution of 5: 1 (5 sacks for the owners of fields 

and 1 sack for helper). Especially for 
‘ngabawon’, the division could result 
in the form of money. Because of this 
system, people feel helpful to fulfill 
their daily rice needs.  
“Hasil tina gacong 5 pocong (15 liter), 
biasana satahun hasilna 10 pocong (30 
liter), lumayan lah kangge emam…(We 

got 5 pocong paddy (15 liters of rice), generally we got 10 pocong 
paddy (30 liters of rice), its not bad to eat…..)” ---- Mrs. Sarinah, 50 

years old, Cirompang Village

Peoples of Cirompang and Purwabakti, most of their 
cultivated land (paddy fields or gardens) include into the area 
of TNGHS. Community aware of the status of land that are not 
proprietary, is evidenced by the lack of land documents, but 
people who already manage their land decades ago, long before 
the entry of TNGHS, has a strong engagement to their land. 
Peoples do not sell the land but their cultivated land could be 
transferred or mortgaged. 

For paddy fields, people of Cirompang Village generally use 
the benchmark amount of paddy seeds stocked to measure the 
extent of their land. Mrs. Emin said that her paddy fields only 
¼ ‘gedeng’ of the rice seeds size (1 gedeng approximately 1.5 
liters of rice), then the area of paddy fields around 100-150 m². 
If the land will be transferred or pawned to others, people in 
Cirompang Village will ‘nimbulkeun’, rate of exchange in the 
form of cash money or gold (gold valued according to prices 
prevailing at the time of the process of ‘nimbulkeun’ occurs).
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“Sawah iyeu mah lain mbeli, meunang 
ngagade, cek istilah gunung mah 
nimbul keun, ukuran ¼ gedeng mere 
10 gr emas (This paddy field has not 
got from buying, but pawned, based 
on our term is nimbulkeun, land size 
about ¼ gedeng of rice seed give 10 
gr of gold)” --- Mrs. Emin, 50 years 

old, Cirompang Kampoong

And for the people in Purwabakti Village, the size of land known 
as the stakes, the extent of land equivalent to 400 m². If the land 
will be transferred or pawned, referred to as ‘mulangkeun’, with 
exchange value in cash money or gold, similar to the process 
‘nimbulkeun’ in the Cirompang Village.

Directly limited land affect food availability and indirectly 
will slowly erode the wealth of traditional knowledge about 
the system of interaction with natural resources. The limited 
land area and the ability of people to access it cause the people 
in Halimun Ecocystem Area (KEH), particularly Kasepuhan 
indigenous people shorten ‘huma’ cycles so that one cycle 
as “reuma” began to disappear. This condition will lead to 
knowledge of women, especially those controlled by ‘mak 
beurang’ (traditional medical practitioner), about the different 
types of medicine plants that grow on “reuma” phase, and how 
to mix these plants increasingly difficult to inherited to women 
members of their families.

Furthermore, the pressure and limited land also accelerate 
the loss of ‘huma’ system. The process of loss of ‘huma’ tradition 
usually in line with the disappearance of the existence of 
customary institutions of Kasepuhan. For example, in the northern 
region of Halimun Ecocsystem Area (Bogor), people have left 
‘huma’ patterns since long time. There was only customary 
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institutions to function as organizers of a religious ritual, which 
apart from the rituals in managing natural resources. So that 
by itself the existence of Indigenous Institutions of Kasepuhan 
Urug only like a monuments that reflected traditional customs 
of the Kasepuhan chairman but minimal or almost no followers. 
Or followers of Kasepuhan by itself switch to other Kasepuhan 
in Southern Regions of Halimun Ecosystems Area (such as 
Kasepuhan Cipta Gelar, Sirnaresmi, and Citorek). As happened 
in the Purwabakti Village, which ‘huma’ traditions exist only 
until the 1980’s and indigenous people became followers of 
other Kasepuhan.

According to several sources of local people in Kasepuhan 
Urug-Sukajaya Subdistrict of Bogor, the weakening of customary 
institutions in natural resource management in conjunction with 
the entry of government policy and its programs, such as village 
government program - the implementation of the policy of the 
Act No.5 of 1979 on village administration, Inmas Bimas  project 
in the form of agricultural extension, and religious education 
programs, especially religion of Islam. This condition, also began 
to be felt in several other of Kasepuhan, such as Kasepuhan 
Cirompang, Sobang Sub District, Lebak District. According to 
Olot Amir (elders in Kasepuhan Cirompang), since 2007, its 
people are not managing the ‘huma’. All sources of paddy and rice 
was centered in the paddy fields, including custom fields. Unlike 
the process with the community in Northern part of Halimun 
Ecosystem Area, the loss of shifting cultivation in southern area 
is mainly because of the need of cash money that quite increase. 
Such as it needed cash for school fees  for their children. ‘Huma’ 
loss process in Kasepuhan Cirompang conjunction with the 
entry of Raskin  project (rice for the poor). The pattern made 
by people to be able to buy Raskin is to sell rice / grain / paddy 
field results / ‘huma’ that have a higher economic value than the 
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Raskin rice. Therefore, besides the public can get Raskin rice for 
consumption, people also get more money from the sale of rice 
/ grain. These money is used to the other need such as school 
fees. It’s reason why people more focus to manage their land 
than ‘huma’. In addition the results of paddy field a year larger 
than ‘huma’, because people can plant and harvest the rice for 
2 - 3 times a year.

Behaviour change of leave ‘huma’ system, selling rice 
/ paddy, and manage paddy field more than 1 times a year, 
realized by the custom institution of Kasepuhan Cirompang as 
a form of violation of customary rules which they believe. But 
the need for food and other necessities of life can not wait for 
political conditions of land tenure and natural resource pro-
people. Resilience customary in situations of limited access 
to land and natural resources, also accompanied by efforts to 
strengthen their gardens. Source of their cash needs, in addition 
fulfill by sell of rice / paddy, also fulfill by sell crop from ‘talun’ 
yield, some of which are in the TNGHS area.
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Diagram 1. Alteration of Livelihood in Halimun Ecosystem Area

People of Mojomulyo Village, Puger Sub District, Jember 
Regancy, East Java

Mojomulyo Village consists of 2 Dusun, namely Krajan and 
Kalimalang. People of Kali Malang Dusun are mostly of Madura 
ethnic group heredity. Then they opened the land by their own 
or bough from Puger Kulon Village people who had land before.     

Population of Mojomulyo Village (2010)

Sex Population Number Persentage (%)
Men 4,098 49.53

Women 4,177 50.47
Total 8,275 100.00

Huma TalunSawah

Kebon kayu

Perluasan TNGHS, Kebijakan,
& Program Pemerintah
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Total population of Mojo mulyo Village is spread out in 
2,324 house  holds. The roads through this village before the 
JLS project is village road. Electricity has been facilitated by 
PLN in 1997. Many people choose to send their chil-dren to 
Islamic based school. This was steps to fortify their chil dren 
with the foundation of a power ful Islamic religious teac hings. 
Educational facilities in the village are elementary, junior and 
senior high school. One of the primary schools which affected by 
the JLS project is SDN Mojomulyo 02.

People in this village only have villages institutional because 
people in Mojomulyo Village are not indigenous people in 
general. Even so there are rules that first child’s name become 
parents name so that after becoming a parent, the original name 
is not so widely used. It is still used even though the first child 
was died. In terms of people livelihood, because the paddy field 
is more indented into the village mainland than Kalimalang 
Hamlet, so many people in Krajan Hamlet who have livelihoods 
as farmers than the people in the Kali Malang Hamlet.

Livelihood Number of people Persentage (%)
Men peasant 3,000 66.67
Women peasant 1,000 22.22
Fisherman 300 6.67
Fish pond holder 200 4.44
Total 4,500 100.00
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People in Kali Malang-Getem Hamlet have livelihood more than 
1 such as farmers, fishermen and stockman. In fact, when main 

livelihood was farmers, they try very hard 
to develop their agricultural products, as 
con ducted by Mrs. Nur, transferring land 
from the ‘gumuk’ to paddy field. 

“We’re happy if have rice. If we don’t have and 
we must buy, it’s so hard”

But change is already faced by people, 
these conditions could see in one of big 
family, Subakkir, who his father was a 

farmer but now all of his children become fisherman. Another 
thing of people livelihood is become catfish stockman who 
usually is not depending on the sea. The agriculture here is 
more on planting grass due to conditions that can not be planted 
because the soil contains silt. Last time before they cultivate 
paddy for 3 times a year.

Based on the older people, the wide of area of cultivated 
land known as ‘bau’, which is about 4 beds (450 m²).  For 
people who do not have cultivate land, they could manage land 
which belong to someone else (ngedok) or become the labor of 
borongan system in paddy fields. From paddy field measuring 
25 m X 25 m, 12 women as laborers for the planting activities. 
Usually they will work since the hours of 6 to 9 and valued Rp. 
7,000 - 10,000. However, if hired by borongan system, then the 
activity in their fields become twice, valued Rp. 12,000 or Rp. 
14,000. This differs slightly to that received by male workers, 
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which is Rp. 15,000 because of men activities is considered 
more tiring than women. These husbands role for women (his 
wife) in determining the field whom they would join.

Agricultural land becomes unproductive because in 1990 
the village water system was damaged due to andil and klap. 
Andil in the paddy field and klap leak so it can not withstand 
sea water then sea water irrigating paddy fields especially field 
which distance of about 10 km from the sea. In addition since 
1985s already existing people who cultivate catfish by opening 
some of his land to be made pond, so the intrusion of salt water 
irrigates their fields. This condition make white salts in their 
soil which can then their paddy become red rice, as well as on 
pahitan grass which grew up in the ditch water. People much 
disappointed with this and there are some people who try it for 
rice. However, their crops continue to fail so that they choose to 
make a pond for catfish.
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Catfish farming is selected because people see that some of 
them become successful as catfish farming. Based on success 
stories, so the other people which are no longer able to count on 
his land, they choose to participate on catfish farming too. At first 
they use lemuru fish as their catfish feed but when the number 
of lemuru fish decreases, then they started using the concentrate 
as a substitute lemuru fish to feed their catfish. The use of 30 
lemuru fish price of Rp. 800/kg will be able to produce catfish 
meat of 35 kg while using 1 sack of concentrate (30 kg) which 
price of Rp. 225.000/sack can produce catfish meat weighing 
28 kg. On the other hand people’s interest to open business in 
the catfish pond is open to the hiring pool business, rent price 
Rp. 1,000,000 per year per pond or Rp. 500,000 per harvest per 
pond (4 times a year to harvest). Increasing number of catfish 
farming means more and more feed is needed when lemuru fish 
already difficult to find. This makes the concentrate company 
began to enter the village to offer concentrate to the people. 
People give positive response through buying concentrate of 
this company, but in debt way and they will pay after harvest.

But as time went on catfish farming, they did not succeed 
even concentrate residual enter into their paddy fields. People 
have not paid yet the debt but also even add their fish ponds, so 
the debt was not paid. There is one concentrate company which 
has give debt to people, the Sentra Saripit, the company has up to 
Rp. 1 billion of debt just for this village. That’s why the company 
stopped to give their investment to lend the people. Because 
of they have not taken advantage of the catfish farming so they 
choose to take a loan to the bank to be able to pay their debt 
from the concentrate company and loans from conventional 
banks, such as BRI and Danamon Bank. BRI Bank provides loan 
assistance up to Rp. 20 million while the Danamon Bank did not 
even have a maximum loan as long as the bank interest reach 
until 50%. Many of the people are selling their assets such as 
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boats to go to sea and motorcycles to cover the debt to the bank. 
Even there is people, namely Mr. Tartik who leave his house 
because he has a debt to the bank amounted to Rp. 30,000,000.

This seems inconsistent with the programs implemented by 
the Department of Livestock Fisheries and Marine Resources, 
Jember Regency, which in 2010 had directed the two villages, the 
Mojomulyo Puger Village and Sumberejo (Watu Ulo) Ambulu, as 
program planning and development pilot project area of  “mina 
politan” (combining paddy field with fish ponds) area in East 
Java, and will further develop the region of Mojomulyo Puger as 
“Mina Politan” area based on community economic development, 
particularly catfish farming. But many people who are already 
using agricultural land to fish farming were not successful and 
instead many people are leaving the debt to the bank.

Paddy fields were retained then the function is now only 
for planting grass. Beside, before they have successful harvest 
reach until 11 tons and they could give charity. Now they should 
be heartened by only could merabo (ngerabuk), that is grass 
cutting. The women commented on her land which now can 
only be planted by grass as follows:

“Missing rice/paddy smell”

Grass cutting income of 0.25 ha (5 ajer) for 2 months with 
the price of 1 ajer is Rp. 50,000. Because their field is not produce 
anymore either as paddy fields to grow rice and catfish ponds, 
then their fields which are now rented by others to be planted 
by the grass only and rent cost Rp. 1,000,000 per year.

Women and men as the couple in the village is seen helping 
each other in order to generate income for their families as 
grass farmers, fishermen, and perumat cow. Here is a table of 
activities undertaken by women and men in the Kali Malang – 
Getem Hamlet, Mojomulyo Village. 
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Table 7. Activities undertaken by Women and Men in Kali 
Malang Hamlet - Desa Mojomulyo

Nr. Activities
Done by

Women Men
Agriculture

1 Carrying food V
2 Planting V
3 Fertilizing V
4 Cutting V V
5 Hoeing V
6 Ploughing V
7 Harvesting V V
8 Buying fertilizer V
9 Finding labor V

Fishing on the sea
10 Mapak (picking up their husband from sea) V
11 Selling fish with Ngontel (using bamboo and 

rubber) V

12 Buying fishing rod V
13 Sewing trawl V V
14 Fishing on the sea V
15 Borrowing some money for fishing investment 

to pangambek or others V

Livestock (merumat cow)
16 Collecting feed for cow V
17 Feeding cow V V
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They could easily move on other peasants who need of labor. 
Apparently there are no special relationships such as patron-
client on agricultural activities in this village. Of the many 
workers (land labors), there are no labors who obtain such 
privileges such as could borrow money from the owner of field. 
As Mr. Rudi, son of Mr. Ponari, who are considered to have many 
paddy fields, seen just once in a while to give the peasants and 
laborers who need / poor peasant. Mr Rudi who has the largest 
fish ponds, will give Rp. 20,000 for people who need after the 
fish harvest, the contribution of Rp. 100,000 to the cemetary, 
as well as contributing electricity to the mosque. They also said 
although it should be asked each of them first, that Mr. Rudi was 
helping not only to people who he knew.

Rice could be consumption, sold, or saved until the next 
season. Some of harvesting yields often used to be given to 
those who have party. Status as community leader, such as 
Head of Hamlet, beside give rice, it is necessary provide money 
around Rp. 30,000. If there is a celebration, when there is no 
supply of rice, it allows people not to come to this celebration. 
In a celebration, women will give the woman bride while man 
will give to the bridegroom, and then merged. For those who’ve 
helped someone in their celebration, it will be recorded, such 
as 20 kg + coffee / sugar. These records become common for 
people there and then respond to people who gave it when they 
have a celebration.
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On the big day ceremony people also need to allocate their 
money to buy clothes or when there is salvation, which they 
usually express in the form of providing rice to small mosque 
every month, for example in arisan, sholawatan, and celebrations 
for special months like Syafar, Maulud, Suro, Ramadan (month 
of fasting), Eid al-Fitr and Eid al-Adha.

Related with the lives of their husbands who rely on fish 
catches at sea, before there is JLS project, selling fish are done by 
women because her husband was not able to bid and stopping 
ship place can not directly to the TPI in Puger. For example if the 
wife is offered as follows:

“Manyun (kind of fish), Rp. 3,000, you can not, up to Rp. 3,500, 
it’s OK”

Fish that are sold to collectors (pengambek) in TPI Puger 
could reach until 77-89 kg that sent by using the ontel bike. The 
women whose husbands are fishermen can walk together to sell 
their fish to TPI using the ontel bike. The road is not always flat, 
there is a holes (jeglogan) so with the heavy luggage sometimes 
they should lead their bikes and took off their sandals. It’s 
noble efforts of the women when sending fish. If the weight of 
fish is more than 1 quintal, so the women ask their husband 
helped to carry the fish to Puger. But now they don’t use ontel 
bike anymore. The relationship between them was quite high 
including Pandega ship boats to catch fish in the sea usually 
comes from their family.



35

This work was carried out only until 2003, because since 
then until now there is pengambek (fish collector) from Puger 
who came to pick up fish. Pengambek will take fish in accordance 
with their specificity, for example for lemuru fish was Haji 
Budi and Aspari is for kakap fish. To purchase boats, engines, 
nets and other equipment needed by their husband to fishing, 
women often borrowed some money to pengambek even be up 
to Rp. 6,000,000. Womens are also often borrow some money to 
pengambek if it is a lot of debt on the other stalls. Pengambek 
will take the kind of fish catch such as kakap, manglah, kuniran, 
solok, or kenyar. Good species of fish such as kakap where the 
sale price could reach Rp.25,000 per kg, pengambek will take 
Rp. 5,000 of the price as debt payment. However, if the kind of 
fish is the cheaper one then pengambek will take Rp. 500 as 
payment of debt.

Besides relying on her husband income from fishing, women 
usually have 3-4 cows (ngerumat) which usually is not theirs. 
They just grow up embeng or babaon cow that belonged to 
Puger people. For babaon cow, owners can take their cow chick 
in the first year and after that cow chick for ngerumat. However, 
for embeng cow, cow chick in the first year belonged to the 
ngerumat, after that then belonged to the owner. That why if the 
peasant could only focus on ngerumat cow, then the profits will 
be less.
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So there are changes in livelihood patterns of people from 
paddy field farming into the grass farming in line with the entry 
of possible changes to catfish farming and dry land farming. 
Their livelihood strategy is in line with ngerumat cow, catch fish 
in the sea, and become TKI / TKW overseas or outside of Java 
(such as Kalimantan and Papua). Life that can not be relied upon 
by the people, for example fields that are not fertile and there 
are not a lot of fish catches. Including they have bank loans as 
an impact when opening the catfish ponds, urged the people 
especially the men to become migrant workers.

Picture 1. Alteration of People Livelihood in Mojomulyo Village

Pertanian 
 Padi dan Ladang 

Pertanian 
Rumput dan Ladang 

Budidaya Lele 

Rumat  
Sapi 

Menangkap  
ikan  

di laut 

Pertanian 
Rumput  

Menjadi 
TKI/TKW 

Pengadaan Tanah 
untuk Jalan Lintas 

Selatan 



37

PROCESS AND LAND GRABBING MECHANISM 

Cirompang and Purwabakti Village, Halimun Eco system 
Area, West Java-Banten

People in Cirompang Village has been living and managing 
their land since the Dutch colonization. According to trace the 
history, indigenous people who lived in Kasepuhan including 
Cirompang Village, a descendant of the paramilitary leaders 
who backed into Padjadjaran Kingdom to South area because 
his kingdom successfully controlled by the Sultanate of Banten 
in the 16th century (quoted from the book “Nyoreang Alam Ka 
Tukang, Nyawang Anu Bakal Datang”; Searching Struggle in 
Halimun Area, West Java, Banten, RMI publication in 2004).

Related with forest area, Perhutani Unit III West Java began 
to manage the forests included in Cirompang into production 
forests in 1978, which legitimized through Regulation No. 2 
of 1978 concerning the establishment Perhutani Unit III West 
Java. Furthermore there was over the functions of forest areas, 
from production forest to conservation forest in the Halimun 
Ecosystem Area, through the Minister of Forestry Decree 
No.282 of 1992. Transfer of these functions could be done with 
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the excuse to carry out other functions such as to research, 
education, culture, tourism and recreation. Based on the Minister 
of Forestry Decree, manage by zoning system, although the 
reality indicates that the boundary of each zone is still unclear. 
Especially with the new decision regarding the expansion of SK 
Menhut No.175/Kpts-II/2003 TNGH thus converted into TNGHS 
(Halimun Salak Mountain National Park), further add to the list 
of problems that occur in the field.

Since Perhutani manage Cirompang forests, public access 
to forests to be limited, especially there was unconventional tax 
provided in the form of orderly forestry yields about 10-25%. 
Even when there is transfer of functions to the conservation 
managed by the UPT Balai TNGHS, according to public 
confession, this unconventional tax still continues.

“Lamun hasil pare 10 pocong, kudu mah 
masihan 1 pocong ka mantri (if our yield is 
10 ‘pocong’ paddy, we should give 1 ‘pocong’ 
paddy to forest officer)” ---- Mrs. Nursamah, 

50 years old, in Cirompang Kampoong

Mak Nursamah was a woman peasant 
also the village shaman, who have arable 
land in Cidaisah where entered the area of TNGHS. Her cultivated 
land is far above the mountain, about 1.5 - 2 hour walk up to the 
hill and far away from the settlement, Mak Nursamah even build 
‘saung’ (traditional house) of bamboo for ‘meuting’ (overnight, 
keeping arable land) there.
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One of traditional culture in Kasepuhan (Sunda) in farming 
system is ‘ngahuma’ (farming paddy with ‘gilir balik’ system). 
People in Cirompang Village until the 1980’s could still ‘ngahuma’. 
It is spoken by Mrs. Emin (50 years old), a woman peasant who 
has related to Kasepuhan (she is Olot Opon sister) in Cirompang 
Kampoong, she said that the last ‘ngahuma’ when village has 
lead by Jaro Rubaya (1987). In addition growing paddy, huma 
also could planted crops, vegetables, timber plants, sugar palm 
and tubers. According to Mrs. Emin, people could not ‘ngahuma’ 
again, because there are restrictions by the forest officials. But 
not for the sugar palm; people could still take ‘nira’ to make 
palm sugar (known as ‘gula kojor’ in Cirompang Kampoong). So 
in the former of shifting huma, mostly planted with sugar palm, 
besides timber trees and fruit trees

Kasepuhan indigenous peoples philosophy ‘Nyumput buni 
dinu caang, negrak bari teu katara (hiding in the light but still 
do not visible)’ seems to affect people’s behavior to address 
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this. Land planted with sugar 
palm is an avenue for people to 
be able to manage the forest. 
Cirompang village known for 
their potential palm sugar; 
regard to Cirompang Kam-
poong, they could make ‘gula 
kojor’ is about 600 pieces / 
week from 5 sugar palm far-

mers. Mrs. Suniyah (48 years old), the wife of Olot Opon in 
Cirompang said that their sugar (gula kojor) sold to middlemen 
who come once a week to take the sugar at a price of Rp 15.000/
kojor. Everyday Mrs. Suniyah help to pack ‘gula kojor’, made by 
her two sons, with a salacca leaf in order to be ready when sugar 
taken by the middlemen.

No different condition in the Cirompang Village, the process 
of acquisition of land by reason of conservation happening in the 
Purwabakti Village. Starting from the entry of Perhutani Unit III 
West Java in 1978, accompany with the entry of PT.Unocal (mine 
exploration) in 1982. PT.Unocal later changed into PT.Chevron 
in 2005 and their location at Perhutani area. Then there was 
transfer of production forest to conservation forest (TNGH) in 
1992. In 2003, the Purwabakti Village also affected by TNGHS 
expansion; Purwabakti Village included in the TNGHS corridor 
area (the home range of animals). Padajaya Kampoong is one of 
the kampoong in the Purwabakti Village where their territory 
included in the area of TNGHS (previously include in Perhutani 
area).



41

Gambar 2. Peta Desa Purwabakti
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According to Mrs. Haya (50 years old), wife of Mr. RW Urji 
in Padajaya Kampoong, when Perum period there was tax for 
the field / garden also homes as well. For the field / garden tax 
was Rp 5.500/year for paddy field which planting 1-3 ‘gedeng’ 
rice seed (about 500 m²), while the taxes for home was about 
Rp 5,000 - 10.000/year. About 2 years ago, Mrs. Haya had a 
traditional coffee shop. But the process of establishment is filled 
with stalls ins and outs, until there is agreement with TNGHS 
that stall can stand with the assurance that the territory is not 
allowed any new buildings erected. Indeed, the coffee shop was 
finally works only for 1 year, because lack of capital until forced 
to close. Up to now, especially in Padajaya Kampoong, there is 
a rule from the TNGHS office that people could not build a new 
house or add buildings in the village, as long as add their land 
for gardens / fields.

“Where we could live, our land is 
very limited, therefore we could 
not add houses in our kampong, 
so how about our children and 
grandchild?” ---Teh Juju, 34 
tahun, Kampung Padajaya, Desa 

Purwabakti

Since there is transfer to 
conservation area, the people in Purwabakti Village become 
increasingly difficult to take forest products including firewood 
needs. Whereas, in general the houses in Purwabakti Village still 
using firewood as fuel for cooking in the kitchen. Although LPG 
is also owned by the household because there are conversion 
programs from kerosene to LPG which the government declared 
in 2009, but many people do not wear them because the price 
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of gas refill is relatively expensive around Rp 20,000 for a small 
size of 3 kg LPG and there are fears if the gas exploded .

Since the 1990s, there were several cases of community 
who were arrested by officers because they took wood. While, 
they took the woods only for household needs. Arresting Case 
still occurred until now, most recently on 2 years ago.

According to Mrs. Hani (90 years old) in Padajaya Kampoong, 
while still ‘ngahuma’ in Gorowek (now the location of PT.Chevron 
in TNGHS area), she lived in the location of shifting cultivation 
(huma) with built ‘saung’, the field is very good because the 
land is fertile. Paddy harvest results is about 78 ‘gedeng’ paddy 
(around 117 liters rice), with initial seed is only 14 liters. In 
addition there are other yield, such as root crops, vegetables, 
and fruits.

“Ekeur ngahuma mah, boled sagede kiyeu, sameter, sahiji boled 
saaseu pan, sadinten nyeupan boled 3 aseu pan, disuguhan ka 
batur anu sok manggul kayu, anu karulem di bumi (When I still 

‘ngahuma’, root crops like this, 1 
meter long, one root crops same with 
rice steamer, I steam root crops until 
3 steamer, serving wood worker who 
came to my house)” --- Mrs. Hani, 90 
years old, in Padajaya Kampoong

Since community didn’t 
allowed ‘ngahuma’, communities 

only work on small land which claimed into territory of TNGHS, 
on the sidelines of the tea plantations.
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Diagram 2. Land grabbing Mechanism in Halimun Area

Desa Mojomulyo, Kecamatan Puger, Kabupaten Jember, Jawa 
Timur

People in the Mojomulyo Village especially in Kali Malang - 
Getem Hamlet generally from Mojosari Village. Previously they 
were only 17 families who live in this village. However, many 
land already owned by someone from the Puger Kulon Village. 
After buying land, many people who become owners of large 
estates in the north. Land in this village stretches from west to 
east and in the southern region is a region which is closer to the 
sea. North and south area separated by a village road which is 
now widened because of JLS (South Road) project. JLS project 
can be done by the Presidential Regulation No. 36 of 2005 on 
Land Procurement for Implementation of Development for 
Public Interest which in Article 5 states that development for 
public interest carried out the Government or local government, 
one of which includes a public road.

 Rakyat sudah bermukim sejak 
masa penjajahan Belanda 

Perum Perhutani Unit III mengelola hutan 
Halimun menjadi hutan produksi (1978) 

Perluasan kawasan Taman Nasional 
Gunung Halimun Salak (2003) 

Adanya pajak inkonvensional pada 
lahan garapan (Ds.Cirompang) dan 

rumah/tempat tinggal (Ds.Purwabakti) 

Akses dan kontrol rakyat terhadap 
sumberdaya alam terbatas; 

Rakyat terperangkap dalam kemiskinan;  

Intimidasi pada rakyat (kekerasan) 
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Formerly only a few people in this village 
as the first settlers. Some of large land 
owners in the northern areas, such as 
Mr. Murah, Mr. Ponari, Mr. Sukarman, Mr. 
Sukandar, Mr. Supinah, Mr. Kasimin, Mr. 
Sokrab, and Mrs. Mistar. They come from 
the Puger Wetan and Puger Kulon Village 
and open the land. Mr Ponari has 3 bau of 
dry land fields and 8 bau of paddy fields or

 all of his lands is more than 20 ha and is almost the same with Mr. Kasimin.

When opened these lands on the first time, there was a 
crocodile, such as land owned by Mr. Sokrab. The widest land 
owned by Mr. Ponari and Sukandar. Then these land sold by 
their sons and daughter as a legacy. This happened on Mrs. 
Wagino that divide land to build houses for her three children 
and divides 1 ha of paddy fields for her three children. But there 
are also large land owners such as Mr Brien and Mr. Sukandar 
that after dividing the land to his son but his son now had no 
land at all and more dependent from the sea as a fisherman. Mr. 
Brien who has a land area of more than 60 ha but due to his bad 
work then all five of his children were judged to sell his father 
land. Mr. Ponari have 4 children and after the land distributed, 
one granddaughter, Mr. Erin, managed to use paddy fields for 
catfish ponds.
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Land in the north side of the JLS project is yasan land while 
land in the south side is certified land and Gege land. Increasing 
number of people make gege land in the southern village 
becomes settlement. They can build their house even though 
they have not been able to obtain certificates of land. Before they 
build house, in western parts already built house is assisted by 
the Armed Forces Entrance Village (AMD) in building 24 houses 
for members of poor people in 1989, which occurred when the 
village chief was Mr. Kardiman. But in that year because the 
building is still made from bamboo, many people who have 
registered as owners of the houses, then do not occupy the 
house also not to take care of the certificate. These conditions 
make displacement of people who occupy these houses and 
qualities of the house are now already fixed.

People’s backyard that their land still be planted usually 
they cultivate cashew, kapok, hibiscus, jaran, lamtoro, corn, 
coconut, palm, and cassava. But the construction of JLS project 
with 24 m wide road and the road shoulder along the 7-8 m, it 
impacts on their land.

   

Boomgard (2006) in Li (2010) stated that many people who 
have no land in Southeast Asia mostly found in the delta or in 
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the valley. This is also shown by JLS that take many lands for the 
construction of JLS when viewed from the Paseban Village which 
is less than 50 m from the beach. On the factual conditions within 
very close distance at the beach there is the sand iron which is 
along the left and right way 
even into the asphalt from JLS 
that has built. This could give a 
negative impact on the quality 
of the JLS construction.

JLS construction on 
the west area that borders 
the village of Kali Malang-
Menampu was going to use the village street. However this 
is not chosen because the area if widened it will displace the 
densely popu lated settlements and com pensation costs will be 
high. That why the majority of JLS from Menampu Village when 

coming to the Mojomulyo 
Village is ope ning new land 
and widen the existing 
village road.

Here are characteristic of some points which pas sed by JLS 
in Jember District:
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1) Kepanjen Village and Gumuk Mas Village have opportunity to 
iron sand mining and fi sh pond. Starting from Bondoyoso bridge 
in Paseban Village but the iron sand processing will manage by 
foreign company (Australia) and raise open confl ict that people 
attack that company.  

2) Kali Malang Hamlet, Menampu Village, Gumuk Mas Village 
have mangrove.

3) Kali Malang Hamlet, Mojomulyo Village, Puger Sub District is 
connect by Kali Malang bridge.

4) Puger Kulon Village, Puger Village, there is Pancer Bridge.

Starting from Paseban Village, JLS project has not already 
paved at all. Here is a picture of JLS which already paved and 
there is not finished yet in the Paseban Village.

There are 2 (two) JLS budget, namely the APBN budget to 
pave the road and local budget (APBD) Jember district to open 
land. JLS road are planned to be built with 24 m wide with a 
shoulder of the road along the 7-8 m. JLS are through Paseban 
Village has 150 m from the beach while the Village Mojomulyo 
less than 50 m. JLS development in this village cross yasan 
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land, community land and state land in this village with land 
acquisition mechanisms. The widest of yasan land taken at area 
20 m x 80 m while the smallest is 6 m x 10 m.

Land acquisition process done since 2003 to 2006:

1. The process of compensation for AMD land and yasan land that 
has been certifi ed

2. The process of tali kasih (for free) for the gege land or called as 
store land

After measurement process on people’s lands to be used in 
the construction of JLS, then there are negotiations to set the 
price of land for yasan land, certificates and Gege land. This 
process is done by the government, represented by the Public 
Works Department and local government of Jember Regency 
which occur 2 times at the Mojomulyo Village Office:

1. Price fi xing compensation of NJOP, which amounted to Rp. 
1,700 / m. But people disagree so that the value change to Rp. 
17,000 / m. There are also people who had invited to the village 
offi ce and offered Rp. 12 000 / m. But people still deny about it.

2. The price fi xing then to Rp. 25,000 and Rp. 30,000, but people 
still deny about it so that the last up to Rp. 35,000 while state 
land valued Rp. 10,000.

3. Plants that exist on land that cross by the construction of JLS 
also obtain compensation from the crop in common of Rp. 
50,000 to Rp. 150,000 for a coconut tree. There are also people 
who claim that the replacement plant is Rp. 150,000 for tree 
which has not been fruitful and Rp. 250,000 to tree that already 
fruitful.



50

This pricing could bring peo ple disagree but eventually the 
process of ongoing nego tiations for a year, people were finally 
approved. The process of negotiations to provide com  pensation 
con duc ted by the Public Works Department in Jember district 

by inviting people whose land 
will be crossed by JLS in the 
village. Because measured at 
each house, the price offered 
to the people even bring up 
the difference. There are 
already released in the price 
of Rp. 25.000, Rp. 30,000, and 
Rp. 35,000.

People who stay in the price of Rp 35,000 is the most recent 
release. JLS was built from Paseban to Banyuwangi, and then 
the value of compensation should be equal, for example IDR Rp. 
25,000. Land disposal process requires a certificate of house 
in the yasan land and certificates land AMD. According to the 
people, this turns out to imply the existence of the behavior of 
officials who visited residents (Babinsa), such as Mr Harsono 
and Former Head of Village, Muzammil, who in his capacity as 
officers help people who do not have a certificate to immediately 
obtain compensation process. But in practice they even scare 
people as follows:

1. If the land is not released at the price of Rp 25,000 then he will 
take the land directly without any compensation at all.

2. Extortion 1-3 times to the people (Former Head of the Vil-
lage take Rp. 50,000 - 100 000 while Babinsa could reach Rp. 
400,000) on the pretext to fetch a certifi cate.
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According to this condition, many people who eventually 
took off their land at a price of Rp. 25,000 like Mrs. Waguna did. 
There are many people who actually have to pay Rp 350,000 - 
Rp 1,400,000 in order to obtain the land compensation, such as 
Mrs. Jum, Iyem, and Mrs. Sayani.

Mrs. Jum will now famous by smoked fish homemade, 
Babinsa visited her several times. Mrs. Jum sells the smoked 
fish homemade with her husband in Kenchong Market. When 
Babinsa asking for money, she faced alone because her husband 
is afraid of Babinsa:

“You better faced Babinsa, Dik. I can not talk. 
I’m fear bullied by Babinsa”

Besides Babinsa, she also faces 
extortion of former Head of Hamlet. 
Babinsa has previously come to help 
obtain compensation so that firstly she 
is positive thinking to Babinsa who will 
help the compensation process of JLS.

“If there is visitor, we’re please to open our 
door. At noon, night, but I’m afraid. Stomping his foot-jerking. I’m 
afraid; I try to borrow some money. Before Rp. 10.000 make me 
confuse. Borrow some money Rp. 325.000 for a week. In the last, he 

ask me Rp. 400.000.”
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At that time he followed Babinsa because he believes that 
the Babinsa could help him to obtain compensation. It makes he 
try to follow the Babinsa by providing drinks / food (bread) or 
to borrow money from neighbors. But now he knew that it was 
done in order to make him afraid. He always felt stupid because 
in the process he always become fooled, including his brother 
who took certificate of their house from him.

“Fool people, so more become fooled”

Mrs. Jum ever told about the bad thing of Babinsa. This was 
then encouraged her to ask formally on the Babinsa.

“People say that you (Babinsa) cheater?”

Questions are answered by Babinsa and ask back where 
Mrs. Jum got the information. After she said then Babinsa never 
came back. In the progress, he felt need to rewind the house for 
fear of expulsion.

Besides Mrs. Jum, there is Mrs. Iyem, shaman kampoong is 
also experiencing the same extortion. She was called by Babinsa 
to come to Mrs. Jum house:

“I’m too scared, there is Babinsa (Har-
sono) who came to the house, wea-
ring uniforms and stomping his foot-

jerking”

She is a widow and lives alone in 
his house. She ever as kedokan 
labo rers on the others land and has 
no agricultural land until now.
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Mrs. Jum and Iyem is a member of the people whose has been 
AMD certified land and they lived until now. To complete the 
compensation process, she asked for help to the head of Hamlet, 
Subakir. Almost the same happened to Mrs. Jum and Iyem, then 
Mrs. Sayani in the process of compensation she was faced by 2 
people of Babinsa who came to her house and forced her to sign 
a letter of indemnity. Babinsa came 3 times in 1 month, of which 
2 times done at night and once during the afternoon. Because 
she did not know and do not understand, she was almost to 
sign the letter. But then scolded by her daughter who working 
in Kalimantan and she is on vacation, so Mrs. Sayani has not 
directly signed the letter. She understood from her daughter that 
the price of land is low so that the land should not be released.

“It’s lucky because there is my daughter, she angry to me (Thank 
God for my daughter, I scolded)”

To complete the compensation process, so he asked for help 
to Mr. Baqir. After going through to negotiations, finally home 
priced at Rp. 6,000,000 and the land valued Rp. 8 million instead 
the common price is Rp. 25.000/m².

When land is measured to the JLS project, according to Mrs. 
Waguna said, she just follow because she had been told by Mr. 
Subakkir.

“He’s black one, he measure. All mea-
sured, I’m just obedient”

However, on the compen sation 
process, Mrs. Waguna learned 
from the discussion process at 
the Mojomulyo Village Office 
that the first price offered is 
Rp. 12,000. The response was 
rejected.
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“I do not want to release, I awaited first. I don’t want to release in 
IDR Rp 12,000, maybe there is discussion again”

At the second discussion, many government officials at the 
Village Office stated that if it still refuses to Rp. 25,000 then her 
house would be destroyed.

 “Umahe dikubur, dibongkar. Digempur. Umahe piye?  (The house will 
be demolished. How her home if she is not removed immediately?)”

Because she feels stupid, so she asks for help to Mr. Subakkir. 
From the gege land that occupied by the people but many people 
build the house in these land, one of which was represented by 
Mrs. Ri.

Mrs. Ri was already aware about the Babinsa did who extort 
money in the process of making compensation of JLS. However, 
because the gege land, the process applied is tali kasih (for free). 
But she knows there is also Babinsa who came to her house. 
Because she was known Babinsa came, she chose to sleep and 
do not open the door:

“I sleep because told by neighbors”

Because her house is not opened 
then Babinsa left the house.
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Besides Babinsa, there are 
also members of society who 
inti midate the homeowners 
affec ted by the development of 
JLS, such as Mrs. Mad. She was 
feared by her neighbors that if 
she is not immediately reverse 
his house,  the house will be 

destroyed.

“Yeah, I feared by my neighbors. She said that my  house would 
destroyed if not back down”

At Mrs Nur home, despite alrea-
dy received compensation, but 
she choose to not rewind the 
house in accordance with a pre-
defined limit signs.

“Well, Mr. Kampung said, just wait. 
If the canal is already built, we back 

down”

Among them there are the amount of compensation varied, 
depending on the amount of land area they are subjected to 
embong development. For example Mrs. Mad earn Rp. 6 million, 
Mrs. Iyem Rp. 8 million, Mrs. Sulihati Rp 8 million, Mrs. Sanah 
Rp 3.5 million, Mrs. Aris Rp. 5 million, and there is also earn 
Rp. 2.7 million and Rp 3.1 million. The money of compensation 
then they discuss with their husbands. Mostly they use to pay 
debts or buy consumer goods, such as motors and gold. Both of 
these deposits of wealth which would they sell if they need cash 
money.
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Although they already received compensation but the fact 
that land acquisition for construction of JLS can make them lose 
their land rights, even if only in the form of cultivated land. If 
they could still pursue farming, the people who have plots in the 
field to then only be planted with grass. Dry land means for them 
to avoid the purchase if they can be fulfilled without a purchase.

Diagram 3. Land grabbing Mechanism 

 Pengadaan tanah untukpembangunan Jalan 
Lintas Selatan (JLS) dari tanah rakyat 

Proses Pembebesan Tanah Rakyat (Ganti Rugi 
dan Tali Kasih) dengan unsur penawaran 

sangat rendah, intimidasi, dan pemerasan 

Berkontribusi pada  
1. Perubahan pola penghidupan rakyat menjadi pertanian rumput dan kehilangan 

hasil pertanian ladang-meningkatnya pembelian untuk konsumsi hasil ladang 
2. Peningkatan jumlah pengambek ikan yang masuk ke desa 
3. Mendorong masyrakat yang sudah tidak dapat mengolah sawah dan ladang 

menjadi TKI/TKW 

Rakyat dapat menjadi 
semakin terperangkap 

dalam kemiskinan 

Keterbatasan akses dan 
kontrol pada perempuan 

pada sarana produksi 
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WOMEN AND CHALLENGE OF LAND GRABBING  

Referring to the Indonesian Constitution 45 as the basic 
foundation for the people of Indonesia, in Article 27 

paragraph 2, which states that ‘Every citizen has the right 
to decent work and livelihood for humanity’. But in facts that 
occurred in land grabbing location, condition of livelihood in 
West Java, Banten and East Java was inversely proportional to 
that. 

Besides, get a better livelihood is one of human rights, as 
stated in the Universal Declaration of Human Rights (1948) by 
United Nations, in Article 25 that ‘Everyone has the right to a 
standard of living adequate for health and well-being of himself 
and his family, including the right to food, clothing, housing, 
and health care, necessary social services, as well as the right 
to security in the event of unemployment, sickness, disability, 
abandoned by her partner, elderly, or other circumstances that 
resulted in declining living standards that occurred outside 
of power’. And for indigenous peoples, there are provisions 
that protect the rights of the UN Declaration on the Rights 



58

of Indigenous Peoples which was passed at the UN General 
Assembly 13 September 2007 in New York.

Mrs. Emin (50 years old), women peasant in Cirompang 
Kampoong, said that her land planted with 1 ‘pocong’ rice seed 
could produce about 30-40 ‘pocong’ of paddy (1 ‘pocong’ paddy 
equivalent to 3.5 liters rice). However, if attacked by pests, the 
rice yield only 20 ‘pocong’ paddy. Requirement of rice for Mrs. 
Emin and her husband about 3 liters for 2 days (45 liters rice / 
month). So the yield of their paddy field could only be survived 
for 3 months. So to fulfill their needs, they should work as labor 
/ farm worker (ngored, macul, or babad); they will get IDR Rp. 
20,000/day or 5 liters of rice.

“Lahan garapan kami mah salemet, pan 
dibagi-bagi jeung batur, ai hayang ku 
hayangna mah ligar beh cukup jeung 
hirup (our cultivated land is small, be-
cause it divided to others, we hope we have 
bigger land in order to fulfill our live)” 
--- Mrs. Emin, 50 years old, in Cirompang 

Kampoong

Furthermore for farmers who land-
less, such as Mrs. Tini (50 years old) in Cirompang Kampoong, 
Mrs. Tini and her husband had to hard work as labor (ngored, 
tandur, ngarambet) to fulfill their lives. Indeed, Mrs. Tini also 
must be willing to be sand labor, which are paid IDR Rp. 30,000 
for 10 times back and bring sand as far as 200 m, carrying about 
1.5 cans of sand that weighs about 20 kg of wet sand once.
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“……mikiran keur anak kumpul 
keneh, geus teu nyaho beurang 
teu nyaho peuting, milari uupa-
han, susul ka lembur batur…. 
(…..thinking about our children, 
nor daylight and night, work 
hard to get money, as labor 
till next kampoong….)” --- Mrs. 
Tini, 50 years old, in Cirompang 

Kampoong

Although her life is full of struggle, Mrs. Tini always firm; she 
said “bebas hate, ulah sisirikan bae, kumaha prakna hirup bae, 
kudu jujur, ulah maling, hoyongna mah sehat, badan kuat (open 
hearts, no jealous, must be honest, don’t steal, I hope always 
healthy and strong)”. 

Although Kasepuhan indigenous peoples know ‘leuit’ (rice 
granary) as the traditional wis dom in the food security system, 
but of course this only applies to farmers who have larger land 

so that the rice can still be kept 
as reserves. As told by Madame 
Nursamah that her family has 
3 pieces of ‘leuit’, one big ‘leuit’ 
that can fit up to 500 ‘pocong’ 
paddy and two small ‘leuit’ 
that only fit up to 300 ‘pocong’ 
paddy. But until now, all her 
‘leuit’ never full, filled only half 

of it because their fields dwindle.

Women in Purwabakti Village also face a difficult life. As 
told by Madame Uun (48 years old), women peasant in Padajaya 
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Kampoong, her cultivated land is about 2 ‘patok’ (1 ‘patok’ is 
equal with 400 m² land area) will get 30-50 ‘gedeng’ paddy (1 
‘gedeng’ paddy is equal with 1.5 liters rice). Requirement of rice 
for her family is 2 liters rice / day (60 liters rice / month). So 
the rice harvest is only enough for 1 month, so to fulfill their live 
Mrs. Uun become farm labor (ngored, tandur or ngarambet with 
paid IDR Rp. 20,000 / day.

“Lumayan gaduh beas ti na sawah, ekeur 
sabulan ge teu nanaon, teu kudu meseran 
bae (it’s not bad get rice from our paddy field, 
although only enough for a month, we should 
not always buy)” ---- Mrs. Uun, 48 years old, 

in Padajaya Kampoong        

For women who work at tea plan-
tation as labor, they work daily from 

morning until noon for picking tea in the Cianten Tea Plantation; 
they only get IDR Rp. 5,000 / day in average.

“Gawe di perkebunan ayeuna mah sesah, sesah entehna, per kilona 
500 perak, paling jago hasilna 10 kilo, jadi emak dapat 5.000 (Work 
at tea plantation is too hard now, difficult 
to find tea leaf, we only get IDR Rp. 500, 
at the most we get 10 kilo tea, so we get 
IDR Rp. 5,000 a day)” ---- Mrs. Wati, 50 

years old, in Padajaya Kampoong

Mrs. Wati husband is also a tea plan-
tation worker. However, their income as 
the tea plantation workers is not enough 
to support their five children. So Mrs. 
Wati must borrow rice to her neighbor 
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who has a stall.

Mrs. Anah (56 years old), has no cultivated land in Padajaya 
Kampoong. She only has the land around her house, her home 
yard planted with cassava and leunca. To fulfill their family 
need, Mrs. Anah relies on her husband’s income as construction 
laborers who work outside. Because her husband was not at 
home every day (2 weeks a month), then Mrs. Anah forced to 
‘ngebon’ (debt) to the stall to buy household needs and will be 
paid after her husband’s come back. Mrs. Anah also works as 
masseur to help her children to school.

Talking about public health is also interesting issue, 
especially for women in Padajaya Kampoong. In Padajaya 
Kampoong, there is no public health facility, the nearest is in 
Cipeuteuy-Sukabumi (if go by motorcycle, should pay IDR Rp. 
35,000 – 40,000 / round trip) and if mother want to weigh their 
baby  under five years they must pay with a glass of rice. So no 
wonder that children also pregnant women in the village also in 
Padajaya Kampoong have not checked regularly so that there are 
many cases of babies or mothers die after delivered her babies. 
The nearest doctor and became a reference for the community 
is on Puraseda (ojeg IDR Rp. 100,000 / pp, car rental IDR Rp. 
200,000 one way). For health affairs, people rely on expertise 
of the village shaman. This condition is very regret because 
in Article 34 paragraph 3 that ‘the State is responsible for the 
provision of health care facilities and public service facilities’, 
meaning that there is negligence of government or deliberate to 
occur, there is politics of omission in this case.

Life increasingly difficult, especially for women, both in the 
Cirompang and Purwabakti Village. Limited access to cultivated 
land increasingly shrink the opportunities for their livelihoods, 
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forcing them to seek other livelihoods. If referring to the 
Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination 
Against Women (CEDAW), which ratified the government of 
Indonesia since 1984, in Article 11 that the woman has the right 
to adequate standard of living, meaning conditions that occur in 
women in the Cirompang and Purwabakti Village is not in line 
with the convention. 

Moreover, as happened in the Purwabakti Village, mostly 
women aged ≥ 12 years old and not married / widow, was forced 
to go to the city as domestic workers. This is not in accordance 
with CEDAW in Article 6 which states that women are entitled 
to earn a living and choice of employment, also Article 7 which 
states that women are entitled to enjoy fair working conditions 
and benefits. Because when their choices only become domestic 
workers, they must receive a lot of risk when working.

While in Mojomulyo Village, compensation mechanism 
of JLS development project impact on women in many cases. 
Women have cultivated land for their daily need before, after 
women did not have their land so they urge to buy food, such as 
peanuts, cassava, coconut, soy bean, and corn. Their cultivated 
land surrounding their houses becomes unproductive. 
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People land using for JLS project has been decreasing 
agricultural crops, such as cassava, coconut, corn, and cashew. 
They have not rice storage, and now they have to buy for food 
or still planting on the remaining land which limited yield. This 
situation occurs on Mrs. Sayani (83 years old) who have land 
cross by JLS project and then she still planting on remaining 
land with corn, soybean, cassava, and peanuts and the crop yield 
was decrease. 

“Sadurunge embong, jagung 5 sak, kacang hijau 30 kg, kacang brol 
4 sak. Niki gaduh embong,  panen jagung 3 
sak, kacang hijau 30 kg, kacang brol 3 sak 
(Before there was JLS, corn 5 sack, soybean 30 
kg, peanuts 4 sack. Now there is JLS, corn 3 

sack, soybean 30 kg, peanuts 3 sack)”

Although less decrease, it has seen 
that Mrs. Sayani’s crop yield decreased. 
She lives alone and depend on her crops, 
so when the crops is decreased, her 
income decrease also. She has 2 children, 
one person works in Kalimantan.

Some of the remaining land become public facilities such 
as sport facility although has been used rarely. Cost for facility 
development reach until Rp. 750.000. This condition happened 
on Mrs. Nur who has land that used for sport (badminton) 
facility. Crop yield as peanuts, and soybean will sell while corn 
for consumption only. 

“Before, peanuts and soybean has sold.Corn for ourselves. Peanuts 
price is Rp. 3.000, and in the past time Rp. 2.500. Soybean price now 

Rp. 10.000 and in the past Rp. 7.000”
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Up to now after the land used for JLS and sport facilities, she has 
no lands.

Although JLS has not been done through physically violence, 
but people don’t understand what JLS should be purposed. Now 
their land have not been planting so Mrs. Pur make broom from 
grass. Absolutely it has done besides await for fishing by her 
husband.  

“Well, wait for fishing, sometime get a lot of fish, sometime less”

If she needs another thing, she would debt to her mother 
stall which sells daily basic need. 

“Well, I take from my mom stall first”

It is the same condition with Mrs. 
Nur who has rely on agricultural 
activities only, mengarit (grass cutting) 
and fishing yield decrease, she doesn’t 
want become migrant worker because 
she is afraid and she still has parent 
(Mrs. Wagini). She said that: 

“Eating or not, gather together is more important”

Her son chooses to learn at 
Islamic based school while his wife 
works as migrant worker in Arab 
Saudi. She has duty for taking care 
her grandchild, namely kacong. So 
she often takes basic need for kacong 
first to her mother stall and pay later 
if she has money. 
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Mrs. Aris who her backyard cross by JLS, now she relies on 
her son income as pandega fisherman.

“My husband has lived us. We have many children. Five. We need 
more money. I should keep my money”

Mrs. Mad who her husband was sick, relies on her daughter 
income who works in Kalimantan for their daily need because 
they have no paddy field. At the past time, together with Mrs. 
Aris and Mrs. Sanah become labors work at paddy field belong 
to others, but when the paddy field unproductive, they only rely 
on their husband and their son / daughter income.  

“Well, we are labors at the past time, but not now”

When price of basic needs increase, they will get more 
negative impact. If they only rely on fishing income, when 
fishing yield decrease because of west season, so they hard to 
buy gasoline for their jukung (kind of boat). They should debt 
for gasoline. This situation urges them to use their basic need 
minimalist. 
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For people who have no land, they only rely on fishing. Trend 
fishing on the top level on 1998 because of lobster commodity 
and lemuru fish commodity on 2006. Lemuru fish price Rp. 
1.500 as catfish feed. 

If they rely on fishing, so they afraid of things that happen 
on their husband on the sea, such as wind, big wave, and boat 
machines is not function well. On the other hand, women have 
many children and they have no money so it challenges them. 

“very afraid if something happen with our husband, sea wave...
we’re afraid”

Until now, JLS has not completed yet, the process has not 
finished in make asphalt road, and many people have not 
benefited from the existence of the JLS. In fact, they now feel 
more uncomfortable and worried, due to the many crimes such 
as cow robbery, murder, and rape which are found in this village. 
Cow robbery is the entry point of anxiety that they feel now. As 
much as 5 (five) cows missing at the end of 2010, while cow 
livestock is expected to rise in the household economy. Since 
they now that they could only rely on their fields for planting 
grass, in addition that fishing also decrease and they fail to 
maintain their catfish pond.
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The crime cases that occurred in Mojomulyo Village:

a.  Mobile phone robbery in late January 2011 by someone from 
Mojosari Village to Mojomulya Village (already captured) 

b.  Murder in August 2010 by 6 persons; both victim and actor 
from Gumukmas Village (not captured)

c.  Rape in February 2011 by 5 persons to 1 person from Jember (4 
persons have caught and 1 person has not caught) 

d.  Stealing cow in February 2011 (anticipated by patrolling and 
close the street)

e.  Robbery 2 motors (8 months ago)

If the land in Mojomulyo Village used for ‘Embong’ deve-
lopment (major road / highway), community said that it is not 
take effect because the soil is not fertile. When it built ‘Embong’, 
the number of criminality will increase. 

Related with JLS, construction is forcing women to buy 
more agricultural products because they didn’t get from their 
own land. So finally they owe more on the stalls that provide 
basic necessities. These conditions are not widely seen yet by 
community as big impact for them because the absence of their 
land. In addition, it is like a role of omission by the government 
if we see on this situation.

Land used as a commodity (land disposession) to cover 
the debt and cover when someone sick, to purchase supplies 
(for investment), and social needs (providing rice to others 
when there is traditional party). When women could not take 
advantage from their land because of JLS project, they must buy 
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variety of needs such as cassava, coconut, or green beans, and if 
they do not have the ability to pay then they will borrow money 
to cover this. The mechanism of this, according to Hall (2004) in 
Li (2010) as the stage entered the downward spiral.

Furthermore for families of fishermen, fishing by man 
(husband) should continue to produce because they have a series 
of debt at ‘pengambek’ (someone who receives from the sale of 
fish) and wait to be paid. These conditions forced community, 
especially men to become migrant workers in Saudi Arabia, 
Malaysia, and Papua. Their son and daughter become as migrant 
worker in order to get more income for their families. Here is 
Mr. Nur said who has been gone to Papua although unsuccessful.   

 “What do we get from ngerumat (taking care) cow ? It’s hard to 
get income. If I go to Irian, we will get shrimp. Get more money to 

pay the debt”

Women in this village would not leave their village easily, 
work as domestic / migrant worker in Papua, Malaysia / Arab 
Saudi. Although they have no access and control to manage their 
lands, they still choose to stay on their village, assist and help 
their husband on fishing activities.

The release of land through the mechanism of ‘compensation 
and non compensation’ was not always smooth process. This 
can be seen from the emergence of extortion to facilitate the 
compensation process. Most of the villagers who lived were 
women, because the men worked outside the village and even 
a migrant worker, then the women who must also deal with 
Babinsa. There are women who keep what Babinsa ask and the 
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others avoided. Mrs. Ri pretended to be sleep when Babinsa 
come to her home untill Babinsa finally go. While this is not 
happen on Mrs. Jum and Mrs. Iyem who tried to borrow money 
to comply Babinsa and head of the hamlet ask.
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CLOSING WORD

Land grabbing and Impoverishment of Displaced people

Land grabbing for expanding conservation area and 
forest alteration into mining area, also land acquisition for 
infrastructure purposes, occurs based on state actor initiatives 
through natural sustainability and people welfare as legitimating 
process. Mechanism of land grabbing which is source of peasant 
livelihood on two learning cases show that there is urging 
process with violence, both physic or non physically. Under 
welfare for poor people purposes, in fact that land grabbing 
occurs through regulation and violence mechanism. Regulation 
gives legal basis for loss of land access by peasant family and 
labors so they trapped on debt mechanism. The last mechanism 
brings peasants enter to deep poverty. 

Poverty especially for women as family member who 
has to face and burden, compare when they still have land. 
Dependent of reproductive costs, especially for foodstuffs, be 
a ‘new’ burden when the women have to fulfill it by buying, 
rather than producing its own. In addition, the politics of 
omission committed by the state of the villages included in the 
conservation area, namely in the form of isolation against public 
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services, transportation network and communication facilities, 
has been close women’s access to health services, difficult access 
to markets for agricultural products, and encourage the women 
were forced out of the village to look for sources of livelihood 
in the city. This condition causes many women forced become 
migrants worker in urban without a definite guarantee of life, 
or in the name Li (2010) expressed as a society are ‘wasted’ 
(displaced).

Process and situation that come from land grabbing show 
that people who has release connection with their land, they 
could not get better life as the promises of state apparatus 
before. So the question is why this situation release from state 
calculation related on ‘challenges and opportunity’? How 
this poverty situation has calculated on each process of land 
grabbing by state? If this is ‘unintended consequences’, what 
situation that unintended on the state way related on poverty 
problems? How to re-design this perspectives? These questions 
will be challenge on social movement strategy for re-design  the 
perspectives which become main perspective on development 
planning in Indonesia until now, especially on poverty and the 
way to understand women peasant life in the rural area. 
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GLOSSARY

AMD : ABRI Masuk Desa; Army Services Program for 
Village Communities

APBD : Anggaran Pendapatan dan Belanja Daerah; 
Budget of Region Income and Expenditure

APBN : Anggaran Pendapatan dan Belanja Negara; 
Budget of State Income and Expenditure

Babinsa : Badan Pembina Desa; Division of Village Assistant
CEDAW : Convention on the Elimination of all forms of 

Discrimination Against Women
Gumuk : bukit kecil akibat pergerakan tanah pada jaman 

prasejarah, orang Jawa mengenal dengan sebutan 
‘lemah duwur’ (tanah tinggi); small hill because of 
soil movement since prehistory period, Javanish 
people state as ‘lemah duwur’ (upland)

HAM : Hak Asasi Manusia; Human Rights
JICA : Japan International Cooperation Agency
LIPI : Lembaga Ilmu Pengetahuan Indonesia; Indone-

sian Science Institute
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NJOP : Nilai Jual Objek Pajak; Value of Tax Object
PBB : Perserikatan Bangsa-Bangsa; United Nations
PT : Perseroan Terbatas; kind of company form
PTPN : Perseroan Terbatas Perusahaan Negara; kind of 

company belonged to state
PHPA : Perlindungan Hutan dan Pelestarian Alam; Forest 

Reserve and Nature Conservation
RMI : Rimbawan Muda Indonesia; Indonesian Young 

Forester, one of NGO based in Bogor
TKI : Tenaga Kerja Indonesia; Migrant Worker
TKW : Tenaga Kerja Wanita; Women Migrant Worke
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PICTURES/PHOTOS:

1) Map of Stakeholder on Halimun Ecosystem Area, RMI Doc, 2004
2) Photo of Landscape on Cirompang Village, RMI Doc, Taken by Nani, 

2011 
3) Photo of Landscape on Purwabakti Village, RMI Doc, Taken by 

Nana, 2011
4) Photo of JLS (South Traffi c Lane) Project in Mojomulyo Village, 

SAINS Doc, 2011
5) Photo of Grass Farming at Mojomulyo Village, SAINS Doc, 2011
6) Photo of Women Peasant Hoe Paddy Field in Cirompang Kampoong, 

RMI Doc, Taken by Nani, 2011
7) Photo of Paddy in front of House in Cirompang Kampoong, RMI 

Doc, Taken by Nani, 2011
8) Photo of Women Peasant Harvest Paddy in Cirompang Kampoong, 

RMI Doc, Taken by Nani, 2011
9) Photo of Rinu Plant in Cirompang Village, RMI Doc, Taken by Nani, 

2011
10) Photo of Mushrooms in Cirompang Village, RMI Doc, Taken by 

Nani, 2011
11) Photo of Women Workers at PTPN VIII Cianten Tea Plantation, RMI 

Doc, Taken by Sasa, 2011
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12) Photo of Women Worker at PTPN VIII Cianten Tea Plantation, RMI 
Doc, Taken by Sasa, 2011

13) Photo of Women Wash Their Clothes in Padajaya Kampoong, RMI 
Doc, Taken by Nana, 2011

14) Photo of Mrs.Anah at Padajaya Kampoong, RMI Doc, Taken by Sasa, 
2011

15) Photo of Kasepuhan Leader (Olot) at Cirompang Village, RMI Doc, 
Taken by Nani, 2011

16) Photo of Women Group Discussion at Cirompang Village, RMI Doc, 
Taken by Nani, 2011

17) Photo of Peasants in Paddy Field at Cirompang Kampoong, RMI 
Doc, Taken by Nani, 2011

18) Photo of Mojomulyo Elementary School at Mojomulyo Village, 
SAINS Doc, 2011

19) Photo of Mrs.Nur at Mojomulyo Village, SAINS Doc, 2011
20) Photo of Catfi sh Pond at Mojomulyo Village, SAINS Doc, 2011
21) Photo of Emak at Mojomulyo Village, SAINS Doc, 2011
22) Photo of Mak Nursamah in Cirompang Kampoong, RMI Doc, Taken 

by Nani, 2011
23) Map of Land Status on Cirompang Village, RMI Doc, 2009
24) Photo of Palm Sugar in Cirompang Kampoong, RMI Doc, Taken by 

Nani, 2011
25) Map of Purwabakti Village, RMI Doc, Taken by Nia, 2009
26) Photo of Mrs.Juju at Padajaya Kampoong, RMI Doc, Taken by Nana, 

2011
27) Photo of Mak Hani at Padajaya Kampoong, RMI Doc, Taken by 

Nana, 2011
28) Photo of Land Status at Mojomulyo Village, SAINS Doc, 2011 
29) Photo of Land Use 1 at Mojomulyo Village, SAINS Doc, 2011
30) Photo of Land Use 2 at Mojomulyo Village, SAINS Doc, 2011
31) Photo of JLS Road Condition at Mojomulyo Village, SAINS Doc, 

2011
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32) Photo of JLS Plan at Mojomulyo Village, SAINS Doc, 2011
33) Photo of Unpaved JLS Road at Mojomulyo Village, SAINS Doc, 

2011
34) Photo of JLS Road Near The Beach at Mojomulyo Village, SAINS 

Doc, 2011
35) Photo of Mrs.Jum and her husband at Mojomulyo Village, SAINS 

Doc, 2011
36) Photo of Mrs.Iyem at Mojomulyo Village, SAINS Doc, 2011
37) Photo of Mrs.Waguna at Mojomulyo Village, SAINS Doc, 2011
38) Photo of Mrs.Ri at Mojomulyo Village, SAINS Doc, 2011
39) Photo of Mrs.Mad at Mojomulyo Village, SAINS Doc, 2011
40) Photo of Mrs.Nur House at Mojomulyo Village, SAINS Doc, 2011
41) Photo of Mak Emin at Cirompang Kampoong, RMI Doc, Taken by 

Nani, 2011
42) Photo of Mak Tini at Cirompang Village, RMI Doc, Taken by Nani, 

2011
43) Photo of Leuit in Cirompang Village, RMI Doc, Taken by Nani, 2011
44) Photo of Mak Uun in Padajaya Kampoong, RMI Doc, Taken by Sasa, 

2011
45) Photo of Mak Wati in Padajaya Kampoong, RMI Doc, Taken by 

Nana, 2011
46) Photo of Backyard 1 at Mojomulyo Village, SAINS Doc, 2011
47) Photo of Backyard 2 at Mojomulyo Village, SAINS Doc, 2011
48) Photo of Badminton Field at Mojomulyo Village, SAINS Doc, 2011
49) Photo of Mrs.Pur at Mojomulyo Village, SAINS Doc, 2011
50) Photo of Grandson of Mrs.Wagini at Mojomulyo Village, SAINS 

Doc, 2011
51) Photo of Houses which Cross by JLS Project at Mojomulyo Village, 

SAINS Doc, 2011



79

WRITER PROFILE

Nani Saptariani  

Over ten years of practical experience 
in organizing local communities 

including women farmers. Has been invol-
ved in participatory action research on 
watershed monitoring facilitated by UNEP-
EPLC (Environmental Program Learning 
Center). Has conducted participatory action 
research on women’s access and control 
to land and nature.  Has developed a joint 

program between RMI and BEARHS at UC – Berkeley, USA, 
after attending BEARHS Environmental Leadership Program in 
summer 2004.  Completed study Master of Art at University of 
Texas at El Paso in 2010.

Nani has mandate as Director of Transcendng Knowledge at 
RMI for priode 2011-2016.



80

Laksmi Adriani Savitri 

Active in Sajogyo Institute since  the 
year 2005-2007, and mandated  

as Executive Director since January 2010. 
Previous activity worked as a researcher 
/agrarian  activist at Center of  Agrarian 
Studies – IPB  since the year 2003-2006, and 
worked at NGO Conservation  since 1997.  
Completed doctoral education at Universität 
Kassel with a focus on agrarian change and 

gender in 2007.

Ratnasari

Has experiences on developing en-
vi ron mental education for sus tai-

nable development (EESD) and has practical 
experience on facilitating children-youth and 
women. Since 2004, she has developed the 
program on bio-monitoring as the tools for 
monitoring research of the quality of water 
and watershed area, by involving through 
young generation. Finishing Bachelor 
Degree in Horticultural Studies, Agricultural 

Faculty, IPB on 2001 and now she has mandate as Manager of 
Transcending Knowledge Directorate at RMI for period 2011 – 
2016.



81

Sriwulan Ferindian Falatehan

Has experience as a lecturer and rese-
arch in Social Psychology and Gender 

since 2009. Currently, besides active in Sajogyo 
Institute, Sri is also active as a researcher at 
the Center for Women’s Studies-IPB.

Finishing Bachelor degree in Commu-
nications Studies Program and Community 
Development, Department of Social Econo-
mics, Faculty of Agriculture, IPB  and the 

Department of Psychology, Faculty of Psychology, University 
of Indonesia.  Now  She is  following the master degree in the 
Department of Psychometric, Faculty of Psychology, University 
of Indonesia.



83

ORGANIZATION PROFILE

RMI

RMI, The Indonesian Institute for Forest and Environment  
was established on September 18, 1992 in Bogor, as an 
independent institution which is engaged in natural resource 
management. His vision is to realize the sovereignty of the 
people, women and men, over land and natural resources to 
achieve a sustainable livelihood system. There are three missions 
to accomplish its mission: (1) Empowering farmer groups, 
women and men in the fight for the rights to land and natural 
resources for sustainable livelihoods, (2) oversee the processes 
of policy making toward the policy of land management and 
natural resources justice and ensure sustainable livelihoods 
for the poor, women and men, (3) Promote collective action to 
recognize and guarantee the rights of the people, women and 
men over land and natural resources.

Contact:
Jl. Sempur No. 55, Bogor, 16154 | Tel: +62-251-8311097; Fax: 
+62-251-8320253
E-mail: rmibogor@indo.net.id | Nani Saptariani (nani.saptariani@
rmi-bogor.org)
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Sains (Sajogyo Institute)

Sains was established in March 2005, in an effort to continue 
the spirit of intellectual partner; Sajogyo and Pudjiwati Sajogyo 
who consistently engaged in developing the discourse and praxis 
of social science research in Indonesia, namely in advocating for 
marginalized communities. His vision is: “To become a vehicle 
for learning-act-together in order to empower the capacity of 
marginalized communities in the process of social change and 
renewal”. There are three missions to realize this vision: (1) 
To produce and develop the discourse and action to eliminate 
poverty and rural reforms, (2) Strengthening the synergy actors 
involved in social movements for poverty reduction and rural 
reforms, and (3) Documenting, managing, publishing, and 
give appreciation to the works of intellectuals and actors who 
contributed to the social movements from abolition of poverty 
and rural reforms.

Contact: 
Jl. Malabar No. 22, Bogor, 16151 | Tel./Fax: +62-251-374048
E-mail: ys-sains@plasa.com | Laksmi Adriani Savitri

ILC (International Land Coalition)

International Land Coalition (ILC) was originally an alliance 
of civil society and intergovernmental organizations called 
The Popular Coalition to Eradicate Hunger and Poverty. The 
Alliance was built in November 1995 in Brussels - Belgium to 
recognize the importance of equitable access to land for rural 
communities. Then in 2003, the coalition changed its name to 
the ILC (International Land Coalition), which developed into 83 
coalitions of organizations in 40 countries who work together 
to promote secure and equitable access to land. ILC’s vision is to 
promote access to and control a safe and just above the ground 
to reduce poverty and contribute to community identity and 
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dignity. While its mission is to work together to promote secure 
and equitable access to land tenure for women and poor men 
through advocacy, dialogue, knowledge sharing and capacity 
development.

Contact:

International Land Coalition | c/o IFAD, Via Paolo di Dono 
44 | 00142 - Rome, Italy | Tel. +39 06 5459 2445 | info@
landcoalition.org  | www.landcoalition.org

This study is part of learning about land grab which has 
done by some civil organizations (JKPP, ARC, RMI, SAINS). 
With supported by ILC, RMI together with Sains using gender 
perspective to learn about land grabbing process in Java and its 
impact especially to women. 
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